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Portrait of the artist in his studio
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Studio view

“One does not become enlightened by
imagining figures of light, but by making the
darkness conscious.” Carl Gustav Jung, “The
Philosophical Tree” (1945).
In CW 13: Alchemical Studies. P.335

My work exists at the frontier between painting
and sculpture. I construct a three-dimensional
surface with expanding polyurethane foam;
using a spray gun each line and gesture is
converted into a structural volume, opening
new possibilities of investigating the pictorial
surface. Through diggings, accumulations of
layers, images and shapes emerge out of the
process of painting.

I express the violence and anxiety of our times.
My paintings are excavations into the depths
of the unconscious; invocations of cyborg
demons, biomorphic mutations. Using thick,
dense textures to create a primal surface that
captures the subterranean energy, I open the
hidden doors of the soul, from darkness into
light, making aware the invisible forces of
destruction.

Between the virtual and the organic, the
biological and the mechanical, between
figuration and abstraction. My work draws
from an eclectic range of influences: the occult,
video game environments, alchemy, and
science fiction. 
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Genesis, 2019
Oil, gesso, acrylic, polyurethane foam, wood structure on carpet 
255 x24 x 20 x 146 x 130 cm
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Genesis, 2019 (detail)
Oil, gesso, acrylic, polyurethane foam, wood structure on carpet 
255 x24 x 20 x 146 x 130 cm
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Genesis, 2019 (detail)
Oil, gesso, acrylic, polyurethane foam, wood structure on carpet 
255 x24 x 20 x 146 x 130 cm
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Genesis, 2019 (detail)
Oil, gesso, acrylic, polyurethane foam, wood structure on carpet 
255 x24 x 20 x 146 x 130 cm
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Vortex, 2019
Oil, gesso, acrylic, marker, polyurethane foam on canvas 
210 x 135 x 10 cm
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Vortex, 2019 (detail)
Oil, gesso, acrylic, marker, polyurethane foam on canvas 210 x 135 x 10 cm
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Earth wheel, 2018
Oil, gesso, acrylic, polyurethane foam on wood 
220 x 220 x 40 cm
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Earth wheel (detail), 2018
Oil, gesso, acrylic, polyurethane foam on wood 
220 x 220 x 40 cm
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Vortex study, 2018
135 x 100 cm
charcoal on paper
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3. Mask III, 2019
Oil  on  wood
24 x 30 x 23 cm

2. Mask II, 2019
Oil  on  wood
25 x 23 x13 cm

1. Mask I, 2019
Oil  on  wood
35 x 30 x 20 cm
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Mutation Archeology, 2018
Oil, gesso, acrylic, polyurethane foam on canvas 
185 x 85 x 35 x 160 x 84 x 35 cm
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Mutation Archeology (detail), 2018
Oil, gesso, acrylic, polyurethane foam on canvas
185 x 85 x 35 x 160 x 84 x 35 cm
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Solar wheel, 2018
Oil, gesso, acrylic, polyurethane foam on wood 
220 x 220 x 40 cm
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Solar wheel (detail), 2018
Oil, gesso, acrylic, polyurethane foam on wood 
220 x 220 x 40 cm
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Solar wheel (detail)
2018
Mixed media on wood
220 x 220 x 40 cm
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Cyberdemon series

Cyberdemon 1
2016 
Oil on canvas 
280 x 210 x 6 cm

Cyberdemon 2
2016 
Oil on canvas 
280 x 210 x 6 cm

Cyberdemon 3
2016/2017 
Oil on canvas 
245 x 210 x 6 cm

Cyberdemon 4
2016/2017 
Oil on canvas 
245 x 210 x 6 cm
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 Eruption Destruction, 2018
Oil, gesso, acrylic, polyurethane foam on canvas
180 x 110 x 24 cm 
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 Eruption Destruction, 2018 (détail)
Oil, gesso, acrylic, polyurethane foam on canvas
180 x 110 x 24 cm 
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1. Biofact I , 2019
Oil, gesso, acrylic, 
polyurethane foam on 
canvas
77 x 32 x 16

2. Biofact II , 2019
Oil, gesso, acrylic, polyurethane foam 
on canvas
77 x 32 x 16

3. Biofact III , 2019
Oil, gesso, acrylic, polyurethane foam 
on canvas
77x32x16
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Studio view
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Double demon 2017/2018 
Oil on canvas
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Studio view

An alchemist who draws inspiration from video games 
and science fiction, Traian Cherecheș aims to capture 
living forces, using something between a creative and 
destructive process, one of contraction and expansion, 
metamorphosis and transmutation. 
Everything starts with drawings the artist uses to tap 
into his subconscious. These contain an entanglement 
of lines, curves, and spirals evoking things that range 
from a vortex to intestines to skeletons and unknown 
creatures. From these sketches, which are artworks 
in their own right, the artist designs hybrid objects 
composed of expansive polyurethane foam and armed 
with metal or wooden structures, which are then covered 
in different layers of oil or gouache paint with the 
help of paint brushes and spray guns. This makes for 
animated and textured surfaces, at once eruptive and 
suffering erosion. With their valleys and ridges, these 
“sculpture-paintings” are organic and synthetic, carnal 

and mechanical. They seem to grab our attention before 
drowning it in the confusion of their scale, which is 
somewhere between microcosm and macrocosm in their 
linking of our terrestrial and cosmic realities. Not without 
a certain violence, these “objects” sometimes take the 
shape of wheels bearing visible metal fragments, as 
if the artist had summoned what Thodor W. Adorno 
called “negativity,” or the contradiction and dissonances 
of instrumental reason. Though certain figurative 
ressemblances appear here and there, it is another 
deeper ressemblance that is at work in the works of 
Traian Cherecheș. The latter is not carried out through 
the use of a prior code, but more sensually, through 
the sensation of the double movement of forming and 
deforming material, like windows onto chaos.

Sarah Ihler-Meyer
Salon de Montrouge 2019
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Mutant III 2017/2018 
Oil, polyurethane foam on wood
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Mutant III (detail) 2017/2018 
Oil, polyurethane foam on wood
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Mutant II 2018 
Oil, acrylic, polyurethane foam on canvas
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Mutant tree study, 24 x 30 cm 
Ink on paper




